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“GOOD NEWS FOR CHILDREN AND THE PARENTS WHO LOVE THEM”
Mayor Aidsand “Ace” Wright-Riggins
I am excited that my seven-year-old granddaughter, Peyton, will finally be able to receive a COVID-19 vaccine.  For my family, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) recent approval of the pediatric Pfizer vaccine for children ages 5 through 11 comes right on time. 
For the past week, my granddaughter has had to stay home from school because her mother, my daughter, a health care worker, tested positive for COVID and had to be quarantined at home for several days.  Peyton loves school but had to stay home for fear of carrying the virus that my daughter was suffering from right into her second-grade classroom.  That would have been horrible had she done so.  
At the same time, my wife and I were anxious, praying that Peyton would not become infected by the virus her mother was harboring.   Fortunately, just yesterday Peyton and her mom she got the all clears signal after taking yet another COVID-19 test. 
For me, the availability of the new pediatric vaccine is great news because of the potential comfort it brings to parents, teachers, pediatricians and citizens across Collegeville, Montgomery County, and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Kids are kids.  While their parents and grandparents might practice appropriate social distancing and mask wearing, children play by and entirely different set of rules and standards.  Getting them vaccinated with help them and those who love them as well. 
Next month, Peyton will be taking only the second flight of her young life.  She is too young to remember her first flight five years ago.  We are going to visit her great-grandfather in California whom she has never met in person.  Knowing that Peyton will be vaccinated makes us feel better about her being on a five-hour long flight across the country.  She will be safer around other people and others will be safer around her because she will be vaccinated. 
Further, when she sees her “Hot Pa” (That is what she calls her nearly 95-year-old great grandfather), we will not worry as much when they are finally able to hug each other for the first time.   We nearly lost my father-in-law, Bill Wright, last year when he spent weeks in the hospital, on ventilators, suffering from COVID-19.  Miraculously, he recovered.  Unfortunately, we have experienced the deaths of several family members and close friends because of this deadly virus.  700,000 deaths in this country over the last two years is far too many.  I pray that readers will not see this as a political statement but as a pastoral one.  I simply care about people. 
Acting Physician General Dr. Denise Johnson of Pennsylvania said. “Vaccinating children against COVID-19 is the best way to keep families and communities healthy and schools safe.”  Pennsylvania vaccine providers, including pediatricians, primary care physicians, family doctors, pharmacies, large retailers, federally qualified health centers and grocery stores, will be able to schedule appointments and administer the vaccine as soon as possible according to CDC guidance. 
You may find the nearest COVID-19 vaccine provider at www.Vaccines.gov. Additionally, I hope that health care providers, schools, and community organizations in our area begin planning local vaccine clinics to allow children to receive the vaccine at convenient locations and times over the coming weeks. 
As a reminder, at present, children ages 5 through 11 may only receive the Pfizer 5-11-year-old vaccine; children ages 12 through 17 may only receive the Pfizer 12+ vaccine, and adults age 18 and older may receive the Pfizer 12+ vaccine, Moderna vaccine, or Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 
To me, the recent announcement of the availability of this vaccine for children is wondrously good news.  I hope that it is to you and your family as well 



