
 

 

COLLEGEVILLE BOROUGH 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 7, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM by Council President Cathy Kernen. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council President Cathy Kernen, VP Gary Hoffmann, PPT Craig Farr, Marion McKinney, Kathy 

Costello, Valarie Beckius, Damien Brewster, Jr Council Person Alicia Hoffmann.   

Mayor Aidsand Wright-Riggins absent 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDENCE:  Solicitor Rebecca Geiser, Engineer David Leh, Police Chief Bart Bucher, Manager 

Tamara Twardowski and Assistant Suzanne Robertson 

 

MOTION to approve the minutes from both the January reorganization meeting and regular meeting by 

McKinney with a second by Costello 

MOTION carries 7-0 

 

Ms. Kernen noted that there was an executive session before this meeting to discuss a legal matter. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Jan Snovel 432 Chestnut St – Ms. Snovel noted that when the lights at the park go out (timer), it is very 

dark on 4th Avenue towards Chestnut.  She asked about a street light being added to that area for safety 

reasons.  The Chief said he would look at the area and they would discuss it at the Streets & Public 

Safety meeting.  She also noted that speeding is still an issue on Park Avenue from the park up to 

Marzella’s.  The police will move the speed sign to that area to monitor. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE: 

MOTION to approve the Treasurer’s report (which includes ACH transfers, bills and payroll) and check 

numbers 6609-6663 totaling $210,406.86 by McKinney with a second by Brewster 

MOTION carries 7-0 

 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT:  Ms. Kernen advised that there will be a meeting in March for the public to 

join with the Main Street Steering Committee to give their thoughts and ideas for Main Street.  These 

plans are to fulfill the requirements of the local share grant we received of $74K.  She also noted that 

there had been a meeting earlier today regarding the Memorial Day Parade and Community Day.  It was 

proposed that Trappe and Collegeville combine their Community Days rather than each hold their own. 

 

CPVRPC:  Ms. Beckius noted that they had a reorganization at their January meeting.  Ms. McKinney has 

joined the committee.  They discussed a housing development that will touch on three different 

municipalities (not Collegeville Borough) and the fact that some of the lots are in a flood zone.  She 

noted the next meeting is on March 19 at 7PM here at Borough Hall.  There is a Storm Water 

Symposium scheduled for March 8 at Ursinus College that is open to the public. 



 

 

 

CTMA/PUBLIC WORKS:  Ms. McKinney noted there are no updates on the FUGO or 7th Avenue projects.  

The Donny Brook retaining wall project is almost finished.  She reported that a big topic of discussion 

was about leaves.  Many people don’t seem to understand that it is important to make sure their leaves 

are bagged and not left in the street to clog the storm drains.  It was suggested that there be a story in 

the October Newsletter to educate residents on the importance of handling this issue properly. 

 

PARKS:  Ms. Costello reported that there is a meeting on February 9th with Mark Evans (planner) and 

Ryan Beltz from the Perkiomen Watershed to outline a master plan for all of our parks.  The date has 

been set for the dedication of the new Creekside Park (June 1, time TBD).  There have been two concerts 

scheduled: 

Bigg Romeo on May 16 (Rain date 5/23) at 6:30PM 

Elastic Karma on June 6 at 7PM 

She has plans to meet with an Eagle Scout to discuss a project in one of our parks.   

She also noted that she has hired a new landscaper. 

 

LPVRSA:  Ms. Twardowski reported for Ms. Stagliano the following:  The reorganization meeting was 

held during the January meeting and Ms. Stagliano was reappointed as Chair.  She appreciates the 

support of the committee and the borough.  One EDU was approved for Upper Providence.  Two 

capacity rights for Upper Providence were approved.  There was no Chapter 94 Consistency Letter.  On 

January 1, a CPU failure in the influential pump station control panel occurred at the plant.  The CPU is 

the main controller for all raw sewage pumps and alarms.  All raw pumps and alarms failed.  The 

incident was discovered five hours later and the pumps were manually restarted.  A large amount of 

wastewater overflowed but was contained in a swale which runs parallel to the Perkiomen Creek.  An 

unknown amount did enter the creek; however, no signs of debris of any environmental impact was 

noticeable.  The DEP was notified as required by law and Lewis Environmental began and finished 

cleanup up efforts.  A new alarm was created for low flow.  During heavy rains, every sewer plant has 

the unfortunate risk of overflow at some point in the pipes, but remediation efforts work well.  There 

was a change order for the generator installation for a DECREASE of $24,124.00 for conduits and 

underground bus ways.  We will have a major repair project this year to the primary clarifier.  An award 

has been issued and notice to proceed will be issued soon.   

 

PERSONNEL:  No report 

 

STREETS & PUBLIC SAFETY:  Mr. Farr said they are starting the initial clean out of the Clahor Avenue 

basin.  This first step is to clear the debris so it can be determined if the flow is just clogged or if the inlet 

has collapsed. 

MOTION to move forward with the Clahor Ave basin cleanout in the amount of $19,065.31 by McKinney 

with a second by Brewster 

MOTION carries 7-0 

Ms. Twardowski said that she looked up the streetlight map after Ms. Snovel’s comments and found 

that there are indeed no street lights on the stretch of 4th Avenue between Park and Chestnut.  Mr. Farr 

noted that the developer that is reconfiguring the NAPA building into apartments said that they have 

plans for exterior lighting at the site.  We can see if that helps the street before we decide to add lights. 



 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

 

ENGINEER:  Mr. Leh reported that they opened the bids for the 2024 Paving Project on February 1.   

He noted that all of the bids that came in were over budget. He believes the part of the bid that is 

causing the elevated estimate is the complete rebuild of Carmen Drive.  It has not been repaved in 25-30 

years.  It was declared that this decision would be held until the March meeting. 

Mr. Leh noted that bids have also been opened for the FEMA Acquisition/Demolition Project. 

MOTION to approve awarding the Demolition contract to G&R Excavating & Demolition in the amount 

of $312,920.00 by McKinney with a second by Costello 

MOTION carries 7-0 

Mr. Leh advised that they are completing the design for the MS4 PRP Plan and hope to go out to bid in 

March.  He gave an overview of the project that comes up every five years or so to ensure the integrity 

of the creeks in the area.  The DEP evaluates all streams in the state and determines if there are any 

impairments that need to be addressed.  In 2013, the Donny Brook was evaluated to have high levels of 

sediment and we were required to come up with a plan to reduce the amount of sediment that was 

released into the creek.  It was not just us; the neighboring communities that flow into the Donny Brook 

had the same requirements.  The state has a formula, based on the amount impervious surface that 

flows into the creek, which dictates the amount of sediment we have to reduce.  We do not have a lot of 

available parcels to consider making a new basin, so we investigated an existing detention basin to turn 

into a retention basin.  We were able to attain easements to do this work from a homeowner on 8th 

Avenue.  Streambank restoration involves cutting back the slopes to reduce erosion, laying mats down 

and planting small trees close together.  As the trees grow, the root systems work to stabilize the bank. 

MOTION to approve the MS4 Streambank Restoration as described by McKinney with a second by 

Beckius 

MOTION carries 7-0 

Mr. Farr asked if we have the money for this.  Ms. Twardowski said we budgeted $100K for the project.  

Mr. Leh expects it to come in at about that.  He wants to explore the possibility of having volunteers do 

some of the planting as that will lower the labor cost.  The Perkiomen Watershed and Ursinus College 

were both mentioned as possible sources for volunteers. 

Jim Traupman 256 E 9th Ave asked if the borough would consider incentivizing homeowners by offering 

tax credits for allowing easements on their property.  Ms. Geiser said that is not feasible. 

 

SOLICITOR:  Ms. Geiser advised that she continues to work with our staff and the attorney for Mr. 

Crawford to come to an amicable agreement for the demolition of the damaged sections of the 

Perkiomen Bridge Hotel. 

 

MANAGER:  Ms. Twardowski reminded everyone that it was decided at the October meeting that we 

would apply for another RACP Grant.  That application for $2M was submitted in January.  The plan for 

the funds is to update the parking at some of the Ursinus owned properties on Main Street, starting at 

Chow Bistro and moving down to Forno Antico.  She noted that Ursinus is working with an investment 

group that now has some ownership in Chow Bistro.  They have plans to do renovations to the Chow 

building as well as the Victorian next door.  They have hopes to open a distillery, brewery, barbeque 

restaurant and bike rental establishment.  Their concept for their business plan is “Beers, Bikes & BBQ.”  



 

 

She explained that all of these plans fall under the current zoning, so no zoning relief will be necessary.  

Ursinus may send a representative to the March meeting to discuss the plan. 

She, Mr. Hoffmann and Mr. Farr have been working the last couple of months to find a replacement for 

EMS services as Freedom Valley Emergency Rescue advised us they closing the Collegeville Station.  They 

have come to an agreement with Lower Providence Medical Rescue and Friendship EMS to split the 

Borough for memberships and coverage.  The residential memberships that were put in place with last 

year’s tax increase, will transfer to these organizations.  The two ambulance services will back each 

other up as needed.   

MOTION to approve Resolution 2024-05 to appoint Lower Providence and Friendship Medical Rescues 

as EMS providers for the Borough by McKinney with a second by Costello 

MOTION carries 7-0 

MOTION to approve Resolution 2024-04 for old police records destruction by Brewster with a second by 

McKinney 

MOTION carries 7-0 

MOTION to approve issuing a letter of support to Upper Providence for their Public Works Facility 

Relocation project by McKinney with a second by Brewster 

MOTION carries 7-0 

 

POLICE:  The Chief’s report is on file.  He shared a thank you note he received outlining the aid given by 

Officer Evans to a stranded motorist.  

 

MAYOR:  No report 

 

FIRE:  Mr. Penuel reported 471.63 hours of service to the community and 24 calls. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Jim Traupman 256 E 9th Ave – Mr. Traupman asked the Chief if officers are required to respond to all 

ambulance calls.  The Chief answered that it is our policy to respond since our officers are trained as first 

responders.  It is not required. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 7:56PM 


